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November 2nd
November 9th

November 16"

November 23"

November 30"
December 7"

December 14"

November Church Services

9.30 St Leonard’s Waterstock

10.50 Waterstock — Remembrance Service
10.50 St Bartholomew’s Holton — Remembrance Service
5.00pm St Mary’s Waterperry - Remembrance Service

9.30 St Helen’s Albury

8.00 St Mary’s Waterperry
9.30 St Helen’s Albury
11.00 St Bartholomew’s Holton

11.00 St Leonard’s Waterstock (Cluster service)
9.30 St Leonard’s Waterstock

8.00 St Mary’s Waterperry
9.30 St Helen’s Albury
4.00pm St Bartholomew’s Holton - Carol Service

St L.eonard’s Waterstock

Flowers and cleaning rota

November 2nd
November 9th
November 16th
November 23rd
November 30th
December 7th

Flower rota

November 2nd
November 9th
November 16th
November 23rd
November 30th

L. Stubbs
Remembrance Day
J. Davies

J. Davies

S. Godowski

S. Godowski

St Mary’s Waterperry

Jacqui
Jan
Helen
Rebecca
Zena




Most carpets dry within the

F=5%%  Unbeatable results, removes

almost all spots & stains
call

GRIMEBUSTERS

01865 726983 01235 555533
|www.grimebusters.co.uk|

Advertise In
The News

Delivered free to all houses in
Holton, Waterperry, Waterstock

Contact
lawrencewootten@aol.com

07808 761710

Wheatley Dental Practice
01865 873314

We are currently accepting
new patients at our friendly local dental
surgery. Please phone our receptionists
or call in for more details!

Tooth whitening and facial
aesthetic treatments available.

Catherine Peers BDS
Claudia Conde MClinDent Lond
Dental Surgeons

Rachel Hyde, Pranvera Breshanaj
Dental Hygienists

96 Church Road, Wheatley, OX33 1LZ
wheatleydental@gmail.com

I H IR (R0 A (IR HOLTON TABLE TENNIS CLUB

Every Wednesday
7.00pm - 9.00pm
Holton Village Hall
Sept to end of March

Adult Annual membership £7.50
Junior Annual membership £6.00

Family Membership £10.00

Weekly Subscriptions £2.00 per hour

For more details contact
Brian Dobson 01865 873038

pravare CLE AN ING

[ — ]
K@ 01865 58 08 79 . 07411 606 609
www.privatecleaningoxfordshire.co.uk

privatecleaning_oxfordshire@yahoo.co.u

J We are based in Wheatley
J We have 10 years experience

J We can provide ‘
excellent f

references

We are fully
insured

JWe are family-run




Letter from the Vicarage

The Venerable Bede is considered by many to be the Father of English History, although he
wrote in Latin and Saxon. What we now know as ‘Enghsh’ would have been a foreign
language to him. He lived between the 670s and 735AD in the Northeast, particularly
Jarrow, then a centre of learning based in the powerful and rich north eastern Abbeys and
monasteries. While he is best known as a historian he was also an academic explorer of
dates and times and is considered to have been a key populariser of counting the years
forward from the birth of Christ, anno domini the year of our Lord. In his treatise De tem-
porum ratione (The Reckoning of Time) written in 725, he wrote about the months of the
year and wrote that what is called November after the Latin ‘ninth month’ was called
Blotmonap by the Anglo Saxons.

Blotmonap; blot = sacrifice, so sacrifice month. Bede explains that this name derived from
the heathen practice of this being the time of year when cattle were set aside as sacrifices for
offerings to the gods. Not something we ask of our farmers these days. I suppose that
offering sacrifices to the gods at this time of year was in part at least a response to the
encroaching darkness of winter and the knowledge that the hardest time of the year was on
hand and survival was the key priority. Getting on the right side of the gods would have
been a vital task for facing winter.

Of course we are largely protected from all that the coming of winter brings to us, we have
heat and light on tap, our work continues mostly seamlessly, our lifestyle barely hiccups and
our food habits continue to be fed from around the world without seasonal pauses or
adjustments. And for all that we can raise a glass in thankfulness. However if you ask our
hospital doctors and A&E departments they will tell you that from this month and for the
next few this is their busiest time of year and this is the case year in year out.

Indeed as I write I've just had the best part of a week laid low with flu and I’'m normally
bursting with good health. It’s just a fact of human biology that cold and damp, a lack of
sunlight and opportunity of outdoor activity are not good for us physically. And if the short
days and winter weather drive us into being more isolated that it’s not good for us mentally
either. The coming of winter can cause a retreat into a more solitary life as we ‘batten down
the hatches’ as it were.

Jesus was very clear that the uniqueness of each of us his children was both a gift and a
mutual respons1b111ty God, he said, knows how many hairs are on your head (admlttedly an
easier task in some cases than others) and so you can trust him to care for you in every

way. But he also told his followers that how we cared for each other was the sign of his
loving life in ours. The coming of winter can produce stresses and strains on people that
may be hidden or unacknowledged and we are called to love others as we love ourselves
which often means simply getting alongside.

We are blessed in our communities to have support and care ‘built in’ to a certain extent but
the coming of winter can affect people in different and difficult ways we may not be aware
of. So maybe we need to think positively about ‘sacrifice month’ as a time when we look to
reinforce our community and family connections. A time to be intentional about
strengthening those ties of love and friendship which we either take for granted or that have
slackened with the passing of time. And never forget that this exercise is also an act of
caring for ourselves as well.

Stay blessed,
David
Rev David Bendor-Samuel, dbendorsamuel@btinternet.com (01865 872102)




MONDAY S

Little Learners 10 - 11:30am

TUESDAY S Twins' Club 2 - 4pm
Smart Start 9.30 - 11.30am

WEDNESDAYS

Maple Babies 9.30am - 12pm
Mumfit by Hannah 12.30 - 1.15pm
Health Visitors* 915 -10.45am

*lst Wednesday of the month

THURSDAY S
Time to Rhyme 9.30 - 11.30am

Maple Tree at Forest Hill 10.30am - 12pm
Health Visitors’ Baby Lunch Box* 10 - Tlam

*2"d Thursday of the month 5 >

Syl
Mums’ Café 1:.00 - 3:00pm Y &

"€ FRIDAYS
SATURDAYS Creative Corner 10 - 11.30am

Family Fun 10.00 - 11.30am
20" September, 18" October, 15" November

For more info visit .E!"-:EE
mapletreeorguk our website or ii“l t:ﬁ
@TheMapleTreeVWheatley Facebook page  [o])'¥ %



FILMNIGHT

Holton Village Hall

Friday 28 November 2025
7.00 for 7.30 pm

The Penguin Lessons
(12)

Starring
* Steve Coogan * Jonathan Pryce

Run time approx. 1 hour 50 minutes

Starring Oscar nominee Steve Coogan, this poignant comedy drama from director
Peter Cattaneo follows an Englishman’s personal and political awakening after he
adopts a penguin during a cataclysmic period in Argentine history.

ENTRANCE - cash only
Adults £5
Under 18s £3

TEA, COFFEE & CAKE - cash only

BAR OPEN



Holton Parish Council

Planning Applications:
P25/S2643/FUL. St Andrews Field, Holton. OX33 1QA
The retention of two storage containers within an agricultural building.

P25/S2977/HH Kirton House, Holton. OX33 1PS
Proposed partial demolition of existing detached double garage to provide additional res-
idential accommodation. Retaining off street car parking to house frontage.

Planning Decisions: South Oxfordshire District Council - None

Extra garden waste collections coming soon

Thank you for purchasing a garden waste permit for 2025/26.

As a permit holder, you are eligible to have extra garden waste collected for free on your
normal scheduled collection day only, between 27 October and 7 November.

On your collection day, you may place up to four extra sacks of garden waste beside each
brown bin, provided the bin has a valid permit.

To ensure collection, please follow this guidance:

*  Only present natural garden waste, such as cut grass, plants or small branches.

»  Please use standard sized (60litres) black refuse-style sacks or boxes/containers
which when combined total no more than a standard bin full.

*  Please DO NOT use bags larger than 60litres (including one tonne builders’ type
waste bags) — our crews will not collect any garden waste from these, as they are
too heavy to lift and empty into the vehicle.

« Bags and containers must be left open so crews can easily empty them into the rear
of the vehicle and be able to check there are no contaminants.

Crews will return bags/containers to where they were left, but please note they are left at
the owner’s risk and will not be replaced if missing or damaged.

All the garden waste collected will be taken to a facility near Wallingford where it is
composted. The compost is then sold on to local farmers for use on their farmland as a
soil conditioner.

More information on garden waste collections can be found on the South & Vale garden
waste page.

The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Monday 10th November 2025 starting
at 7.00 pm in Holton Village Hall Committee Room.

Contact details: Clerk to Holton Parish Council (Sonja Barter).
Home Farm House, Holton, Oxford. OX33 1QA.
Email: clerk@holtonoxford-pc.gov.iuk  Tel: 01865 872334

Copies of Holton Parish Council Meeting Agendas and Approved Minutes can be viewed
on Holton Parish Council website. www.holtonoxford-pc.gov.uk




Holton & Waterperry W.1.

Something a bit different for our 76th WI birthday - a tasting menu of pud-
dings, plus drinks, including Holton apple juice, followed by cheese and bis-
cuits and coffee. Some delicious puddings and WI cooking at its best! All of
it set off with a pretty Autumn display behind the tables. A fun 'foodie' quiz
followed.

Poppy producing goes on at a pace - the display will be up in Holton bus
shelter on the 26th October to the 12th November.

Beautiful Christchurch meadows were the venue for our September walk
followed by tea at the Queen's Lane coffee house. Our next walk will also be
in Oxford - Cuckoo Lane and Mesopotamia.

Members were encouraged to use the free Holton bus to Oxford on Tuesdays
and Thursdays at 9.55am. 12.55pm return. Use it or lose it.

Details have just come through for our January visit to the Playhouse to see
'"The Sound of Music'.

We are delighted to utilise the talents of our members and Jan Marlowe, our
vice president, will give a talk and demonstration on making jewellery at our
November 4th meeting. We will look forward to that.

Visitors are always very welcome. Just come along to Holton Village Hall at
7.30 on the first Tuesday in the month.

Barbara Martin

Holton Cock and Bull

As one might expect, the whole business of driving is a mine of anecdotes and
misadventures.

A 13-year-old German boy drove his father’s 40-ton truck for 50 miles, knocking over a
road sign and a traffic light in the city of Kassel, before being stopped. A police statement
said, “apart from these collisions, the boy drove well, probably using the experience
gained when he stole a fire engine the previous month.”

After several attempts to attract her attention, Catherine Donkins was eventually stopped
on an Ohio highway when police spotted her breast-feeding her baby while driving at 65
mph. In her defence she stated that she had not immediately noticed the traffic patrol as
she had been talking to her husband on a mobile phone while making notes on the steering
wheel. She was sentenced to 3-months house arrest.

Name and address supplied




Holton Village Hall

www.holtonvillagehall.co.uk

Village Hall Committee

New Committee Members

We are always on the lookout for new committee members to bring fresh perspectives and
ideas forward, especially for fundraising. If you are interested, please contact us on
admin@holtonvillagehall.co.uk

Afternoon teas

The Afternoon teas at the Village Hall continue to be a great success. Many thanks to
everyone that helps, for all their hard work. There will be afternoon teas on November
13th and 27th -from 2.30pm until 4.00pm. Come along for Tea, Coffee, Cake and a chat
with friends and neighbours.

Solar Panels

The Village Hall is planning to install Solar Panels in order to make us self-sufficient for
electrical energy. A planning application has been submitted, so watch out for
developments.

50th Anniversary

It will be fifty years in October since the Village Hall was opened. The Village Hall Com-
mittee have decided to commemorate the occasion by having a special extended tea on the
25th October starting at 3pm. There will be an archive display, a celebratory toast to all
who have helped the Village Hall on its journey and a bar from Spm for drinks, nibbles,
cake and a complimentary glass of Prosecco or Holton apple juice.

Quiz Night

There will be a special 50th anniversary quiz night on November 14th not 7th as adver-
tised, 7pm for 7.30pm start. £10 per head including ‘Ploughman’s supper’, the bar will be
open from 7pm Tickets in advance only - by Mon 10th November

Book your team of up to 8 in advance — If you don’t have a team, just contact us and we
can slot you in with another team.

Contact; email; admin@holtonvillagehall.co.uk or phone 07836 234740

Film Night
On the 28th November, 7.00 for 7.30 pm there will be a showing of ‘The Penguin

Lessons’ starring Steve Coogan and Jonathan Pryce. This poignant comedy drama from
director Peter Cattaneo follows an Englishman’s personal and political awakening after he
adopts a penguin during a cataclysmic period in Argentine history.

ENTRANCE - cash only Adults £5 Under 18s £3

TEA, COFFEE & CAKE - cash only

BAR OPEN - card payments preferred

Future Events
For up to date information on all events at the Village Hall please access the website at
www.holtonvillagehall.co.uk

Booking the Village Hall
If you would like to book the Village Hall please call 07873 857063 or please
E-mail bookings@holtonvillagehall.co.uk



http://www.holtonvillagehall.co.uk

TRIVIA QUIZ
NIGHT

To celebrate the 50th Birthday of
Holton Village Hall

Fri 14th November

/pom for 7.30pm start

£10 per head including ‘Ploughmans supper’

Bar Open from 7/pm

Tickets in advance only -
by Mon 10th November

Book your team of up to 8 in advance - If you
don’'t have a team, just contact us and we can
slof you in with another team.

Contact: email; admin@holtonvillagehall.co.uk
or phone 07836 234740



mailto:admin@holtonvillagehall.co.uk

Wheatley Rugby Union Football Club
(Paul Willmott, President)

Wheatley RUFC is looking to recruit new players.

If you are interested, whether you want to start playing rugby,
have just moved to the area or looking for something new to try
and get fitter, join Wheatley RUFC today!

The Club was formed in 1971 and competes in the local Berks,

Bucks and

Oxon leagues. Training and coaching takes place on Tuesday evenings at 7pm
on Wheatley Playing Field, Holton (opposite the entrance to Wheatley Park
School).

All levels are welcome. The Club has a friendly atmosphere and organises
social activities throughout the year.

Game time 1s guaranteed at minimal cost to players.

The Club prides itself on being fully inclusive and all are welcome whatever
your ability.

If you are interested, please contact us at info@wheatleyrufc.com.

We look forward to seeing you soon.

Dr Rogers Trust

The Dr Rogers Trustees will be meeting in November 2025 to consider applications from
apprentices, trainees and students, aged 14 to 21, who are resident in the parish of Holton,
for grants to assist in the purchase of books and equipment or towards the cost of
educational trips or courses.

A maximum of 2 grants per applicant will be considered, the first whilst at school and the
second for undertaking further education up to the age of 21.

If you would like further information, please contact:
Carol Johnston, Trustee/Clerk, Chance Cottage, Holton
Email: carol.johnstonfj@btinternet.com

Applications must be made in writing to the above by 7" November 2025.




Holton News

Autumn — a time of ‘mists and mellow fruitfulness’ according to Keats. There
hasn’t been a lot of mist — well maybe a couple of mornings - but the leaves are
turning and there is a lot of fruitfulness about. Fruit trees have gone wild this
year and the abundant fruit everywhere has left us with overstocked freezers
and boxes out on the street giving our provender away. Maybe we need a
‘grocery stall’ along the lines of ‘bring and take’ where we can exchange ap-
ples for walnuts etc. What do you think?

The past few weeks have been quiet, the kids are back at school, a lot of folk
are working and the rest are in bed with a nasty cold which has been doing the
rounds. It always happens at this time of year. October is a month of transition:
the clocks go back at the end of the month and we are adjusting to the coming
winter.

We had a nice film to watch called Marvellous based on a true story about a
man who has learning difficulties and overcomes them to lead an interesting
life. Toby Jones of Mr Bates vs The Post Office stars in a really feel good film
that a couple of people told me they had seen more than once. It’s on BBC
iPlayer if you missed it.

The day after the film was the Churchyard (including the new bit) tidy up and a
good number of people turned up to attack a large area of wilderness. Unfortu-
nately we ran out of puff (and petrol) but not before a significant amount was
achieved. Thanks to all who turned up and helped.

Don’t forget that we have the Village Hall 50th Anniversary on the 30th Octo-
ber with a tea from 3pm and a free glass of Prosecco or apple juice from Spm
at the bar. 1970s music will be playing in the background to give an authentic
feel to the occasion.

Following this, we have a Quiz Night on 14th November so register or join a
team for a fun round of questions and answers. Details are in the Village Hall
piece and on the website and you might notice the odd poster.

We must not forget that Armistice Day will soon be upon us. We will have the
usual church service of course and this year it is the 80th anniversary of the
end of the second world war. From 26th October there will be a display of pop-
pies in and around the old bus shelter. These are being made by W.I. members
and friends.

Take care
Mel Ault
mel_ault39@outlook.com



mailto:mel_ault39@outlook.com

Wheatley Playving Field Trust
(Paul Willmott, Chairman)

Ten years ago, Wheatley Playing Field Trust (WPFT)
was formed to manage the Wheatley Playing Field at
Holton, opposite the entrance to Wheatley Park School.
The Joint User Agreement between Oxfordshire County
Council was finally being terminated after 42 years and
Wheatley Parish Council was seeking new ways to
manage and develop its playing field.. WPFT gained
charitable status in July 2015, Registered Charity Num-
ber 1162945.

A new activity, Walking Football ‘kicked off” in November 2024 and proved
very popular amongst its players. As its name suggests, only walking is allowed
—no running or even jogging! It is a non-contact sport aimed at men over 50 and
women over 40 but this will not prevent those from younger age groups playing
who want to improve their fitness but are unable to play the normal game. Usu-
ally it is played by teams of 5 or 6 players. So far, only men have signed up but
there have been some enquiries from women.

Play takes place on Friday afternoons at 3.30pm. Players meet at the car park
outside Wheatley Rugby Club. There is a small charge of £2 per session.
Unfortunately, some players have had to stop — mainly on age grounds — so
Wheatley Walking Football is looking for new players.

If you are would like to join this activity, please register your interest by email-
ing your contact details using the email address at the bottom of this article. Al-
ternatively, please leave your contact details in the Wheatley Parish Office in the
Merry Bells.

Finally, if there is anyone who is thinking about playing netball, football or
rugby or just wants to improve their fitness, please contact the clubs directly or
use the Trust contact details below.

Do get in touch at:
www.wheatleyplayingfieldtrust.co.uk

or email:
enquiries@wheatleyplayingfieldtrust.co.uk




From vour County & District Councillor

Dear Parish Councillors and Residents,

It has been another busy month across the division, with continued focus on
transport, planning, and the delivery of vital local services. I remain grateful
for the partnership and engagement shown by our parish councils, which
continues to make such a difference in ensuring Oxfordshire’s local
democracy stays grounded in our communities.

Oxford Congestion Charge — Update

The permit application system for Oxford’s temporary congestion charge is
now live, with Oxfordshire residents eligible for 25 free permits. Apply here:
https://www.oxfordshire. gov.uk/transport-and-travel/oxfords-temporary-
congestion-charge-cars-cars/apply-permit

As part of the launch, free Park and Ride bus travel will be available for an in-
itial threemonth period from 29 October. Up to two adults and three children
can travel free of charge on any Stagecoach or Oxford Bus Company service
from Oxford’s Park and Ride sites when they hold a valid parking ticket.

This initiative is designed to encourage public transport use and ease conges-
tion in the city, especially in the busy run-up to Christmas. Bus operators are
also introducing new routes and services, including additional cross-city links
and enhanced evening and Sunday services, improving access for residents
and visitors alike.

Together, these measures represent a genuine effort to make public transport
more attractive and affordable while supporting local businesses and reducing
traffic emissions.

Adult Social Care — Oxfordshire Rated ‘Good’ by the CQC

I’m delighted to share that Oxfordshire County Council’s Adult Social Care
services have been officially rated ‘Good’ by the Care Quality Commission
(CQC) following their latest inspection. Read more here: https://
news.oxfordshire.gov.uk/oxfordshire-adult-socialcare-graded-good/

This recognition is a huge credit to our dedicated social care teams, partners,
and unpaid carers, whose commitment and compassion underpin The Oxford-
shire Way approach — helping people to live independently, with choice and
dignity, in their own homes and communities for as long as possible. It is a
significant validation of the investment, innovation, and collaboration taking
place across the county.




District Council Update — Chief Executive Departure

Following eight years of service, the Chief Executive of South Oxfordshire
and Vale of White Horse District Councils, Mark Stone, has stepped down
from his role. In the coming months, the councils will be reviewing senior
management structures, with a view to making efficiencies and savings
through reorganisation while maintaining strong service delivery and strategic
direction.

Joint Local Plan — Inspectors Recommend Withdrawal

We have also received deeply disappointing news from the Planning
Inspectors regarding the South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse Joint
Local Plan.

After four years of extensive collaboration, consultation, and engagement to
produce a forward-looking, sustainable, and community-focused plan — one
that prioritised affordable housing, infrastructure, and the environment — the
Inspectors have recommended that the plan be withdrawn from examination
due to a single issue: the ‘duty to co-operate’ with Oxford City Council.

When we took power from the Conservatives in 2019 with a mandate from
the people to withdraw their local plan because of excessive housing numbers,
Robert Jenrick forced it through now after years of designing an alternative
that finally reflects the views of local residents the Planning Inspect under the
Labour Government has pulled the rug making a complete mockery of
localism and democratic autonomy.

The Inspectors’ letter will now be reviewed carefully, but this remains a major
setback for our communities’ ambitions to shape local development
responsibly and sustainably. The councils will provide an update on next steps
in due course.

Funding Opportunities

The South Oxfordshire District Council Councillor Community Grant Scheme
remains open until 5 December. I have a ward budget available and welcome
applications from local groups and projects that strengthen community life.
Details: https://www.southoxon. gov.uk/south-oxfordshire-district-council/
community-support/grants/councillorcommunity-grants

At county level, the Councillor Priority Fund is also open to support
community initiatives that help deliver local priorities, promote wellbeing,
and enhance our shared spaces. Details: https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
residents/communities/councillor-priority-fund
Cllr Tim Bearder
County Councillor for Wheatley Division
District Councillor for Forest Hill & Holton Ward
tim.bearder@oxfordshire.gov.uk
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&) Recipe: Baked Stuffed Peaches

4 fresh ripe peaches or 8 tinned peach halves
6 tablespoons biscuit/cake crumbs

6 tablespoons apricot jam

2 tablespoons brandy

Flaked almonds to decorate

Extra brandy for lighting ( optional)

@ If using fresh peaches, cover with boiling water for 2-3 minutes to soften the
skin.

@ Peel, cut in half and remove the stone .

@ Mix the crumbs with the brandy and 3 tablespoons of the jam to stuff the peach
halves together.

Place in an oven proof dish and spoon over the remaining jam.

Sprinkle on the flaked almonds.

Bake in a moderate oven 150c for 15 minutes.

@ When baked, pour over extra brandy and flambee, if desired.

@ Serve with fresh whipped cream.

Carol Johnston

Holton and Waterperry WI

Carol originally discovered this recipe in a Marks and Spencer Cookery book.
She adapted it for the Holton Recipe Book published 1994.
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A very Happy Birthday this
month to:

Trystan who will be turning 8
Aimee who will be turning 15
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% Jack Fonge who will be turning 13
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Waterperry News

October seems to have been a pretty quiet time in the village and no exciting
news has trickled my way for this month’s parish magazine. In the spirit of for-
warned is forearmed....as some of you may have seen on the village Facebook
group, a few of us received telephone notifications from UK power networks
to let us know that there will be a planned power outage on November 5th
from 8am until Spm. We were told this would cover the whole OX33 area. But
we were warned of a village planned power outage earlier in October and that
didn’t actually happen — so I guess we should just look out for any further up-
dates before the 5" and if anyone receives any further phone updates, please
share the details.

On the wider front, there are a couple of things that we should probably all be
aware of that will concern us as a village. Firstly, please make sure you are all
aware of the new Oxford Temporary Congestion charge scheme, coming
starting on 29™ October and currently to be in effect for a maximum of 2
years while Botley Road is closed. The £5 daily charge will apply to cars trav-
elling through various zones in Oxford city and aims to reduce congestion and
traffic pollution. As ‘wider Oxfordshire’ residents, we can apply for free passes
for up to 25 visits per year. There’s a lot to read about and understand so please
look at the website: Oxford's temporary congestion charge for cars | Oxford-
shire County Council which will give you all the information and the links to
apply for our free passes.

The other big news with potential to directly impact local villages is govern-
ment plans for devolving local government with 2-tier government (county and
district councils) into single Unitary Authorities.

The move is aimed at improving efficiency, reducing confusion among resident
s about service delivery and ensuring that local government can effectively res
pond to the needs of its communities. Oxford City Council are strongly pro-
moting a 'Greater Oxford' Unitary Authority that would take in some 48 parish-
es in the Green Belt around Oxford (including Waterperry) to make it easier to
develop tens of thousands of new homes as well as new commercial premises
in the Green Belt to satisfy Oxford's unmet housing need. In a Greater Oxford
UA, representatives for the Green Belt villages would be in a minority and it
would be likely that the interests of the city council would take priority over
the concerns of rural communities about development on high grade farmland,
environmental harm and increased traffic.

Preferred alternatives include a single Oxfordshire County Unitary Authority in
which we would be more fairly represented or possibly 2-UA or 3-UA models
that would merge the current 6 district councils according to geographical and
population criteria, again aiming to keep more localised decision making.



https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/transport-and-travel/oxfords-temporary-congestion-charge-cars
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/transport-and-travel/oxfords-temporary-congestion-charge-cars

Our local councils are currently formulating their proposals to go to the gov-
ernment by the end of November, after which the proposals will be considered
and the government will make the final decision. Please look out for infor-
mation from our local MPs and county councillors.

Beyond these wider county concerns, we can look forward to Hallowe’en, Guy
Fawkes night and Remembrance Sunday. If you are out and about on 31* Octo-
ber, please don’t be scared if you meet the Grey Lady or various ghosts and
ghoulies and if you are planning a bonfire night party, PLEASE be sure to let
your village neighbours know so that pets and livestock can be safely kept in-
doors. Happy November!

Sue Parker

And finally!

Have you had a good 2025 so far? I hope so, and would like to celebrate the
achievements and news of Waterperry residents in the year-end December edition
of the parish magazine. New pets, significant birthdays, exams passed,
volunteering etc.

I collected many stories when delivering flyers for the Autumn Feast. If I missed
you can you let me know your triumphs please!

Helen Marshall - hfi@smith.net - 07726 763154 - 2 Waterperry

Waterperry

Gardens

15th November until 24th December
THE PRINTED GARDEN
- FREE IN THE GALLERY

16th November
GROUNDDOG DAY (SUPPORTING O.AS.)
BRING YOUR DOG TO WATERPERRY GARDENS

—

A

L -

CHRISTMAS MARKET 22nd & 23rd November ‘94
Gift id lore, d ti , festive food, hand-made wreaths, s
S oA Clistma i ociinimom: & g 333
FIND SANTA’S REINDEER \*‘
22nd November — 24th December ;

=
-

Find them hiding in the gardens and collect a seasonal prize. ﬂ
MEET REAL REINDEER 22nd & 23rd November

e
Meet these magical creatures and get into the Christmas spirit early.

Open Daily 10am - 5pm. No need to book. Closed between Christmas and New Year.

Waterperry Gardens, Waterperry, Near Wheatley, Oxfordshire OX33 1JZ | 01844 339254 | www.waterperrygardens.couk €
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From vour Member of Parliament

Dear Holton, Waterperry & Waterstock

It has been a busy and varied few weeks both in Westminster and across the con-
stituency. As always, [ am grateful to everyone who has taken the time to share
their experiences with me, whether that is on a school visit, at a community event
or out on the doorstep.

One area that continues to come up is access to nature and protection of our
green spaces. I recently led a debate in Parliament on the importance of our na-
tional trails, including the Ridgeway and the Thames Path, and the need for better
maintenance and accessibility. Both are such important assets for local people
and visitors alike.

I have also been out with the River Thame Conservation Trust, learning more
about our chalk streams and how they contribute to biodiversity in our area. It is
incredible to see the work volunteers are doing to restore these fragile ecosys-
tems.

Connectivity remains a key issue in many villages. I was pleased to see progress
on gigabit broadband rollout in parts of South Oxfordshire are still waiting. |
have raised this in Parliament and continue to press for better coverage across our
rural communities.

Locally, it is always a pleasure to see the work of groups and volunteers making a
real difference. From young carers support in schools to local repair cafes and
community gardens, [ am constantly inspired by the sense of initiative and care
that runs through so many of our villages and towns.

Back in Westminster, | have been raising concerns about court delays, especially
the impact these have on victims of serious crimes and pushing for action to re-
duce the backlog in Oxfordshire's courts.

Finally, I would love to hear from you. Whether it is a local concern, a communi-
ty event or an issue you would like to raise with me, please do get in touch. You
can email me directly at freddie.vanmierlo.mp@parliament.uk

Best wishes,

Freddie van Mierlo MP
Member of Parliament for Henley & Thame
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] ~ Morland House Surgery

% . Morland Close, Wheatley OX33 1DP

The usual surgery opening hours are Monday to Friday 8am to 6.30pm
Saturday mornings (excluding Bank Holiday weekends) 8am to 10.30am, for
prebooked consultations only
Enhanced access hours are offered outside these times, please speak to one of the care
mavigators on 01865 872448 for more information.

When the surgery is closed, please contact the Out of Hours service by phoning 111

A Morland House Surgery Facebook page has been created. This is to keep patients up to
date with surgery news and health issues. Please like and follow.

Ordering Repeat Prescriptions: Please use the NHS App or log into your account on the NHS
website. For more information on ordering, visit the ‘prescriptions’ page on our website.
Winter vaccinations from MHS and the NHS are available to provide protection against
serious illnesses like flu and COVID-19. Vulnerable groups can have their vaccinations from
1st Sept and remaining eligible groups from 1st October. If eligible you will have been
contacted by MHS to book your vaccines. To check eligibility, visit the MHS website.

Weight Loss Medication is in the news and GPs can now prescribe Mounjara, one of the
leading drugs. Eligibility criteria are very strict and only a very small number of MHS patients
will be eligible and contacted directly by the Surgery.

Changes to the routine childhood immunisation schedule from July 2025 designed to
provide even better protection for babies and children. The recent rise in measles cases
mean it is more important than ever to ensure your children’s vaccinations are up to date.
Online Resources for Clinical Help: Did you know that there are many local services to which
you can make self-referrals without speaking to your GP? The Morland House Surgery
website lists the various options. Visit
www.morland-house.co.uk/help-and-support-service-types/self-referral.

Visit Morland House Surgery Website for a wealth of information and guidance on managing
a vast number of health conditions, symptoms, and treatment: www.morland-house.co.uk.

For example:

. Medical Records and Test Results - Guidance on how to access this information.

. Travelling abroad - What MHS can and cannot do for you. Also remember to get your
free UK Global Health Insurance card (GHIC) to facilitate state health care if needed.

* Pharmacy First Service (PFS), whereby pharmacies can treat directly seven common
health conditions.

. Group Consultation Clinics - Successful group clinics are currently being offered for

the menopause and hypertension. Eligible patients are being invited to attend, but if
you would like to know more, please do contact us.

. Breast screening to detect the most common cancer in women.

* Whooping Cough infections, symptoms, and treatment.

. Drink Coaches - Take the quick and confidential test.




Waterstock News

Autumn is finally upon us and the nights are drawing in. Our gardens are now
finally recovering after the incredibly hot summer and the grass is green again.
Thankfully the weather is dry at the time of writing, which is a big relief after
last year’s awful flooding that caused such disruption to 3 homes in the middle
of the village.

Hopefully all the work that has been completed to add flood defences and
improve the flow of water through the ditches by a number of villagers will
pay off. I noticed during the week that Angela has had some new sealed flood
gates added to the outside wall of her property which should make a big differ-
ence. There is still much work to be done, but once the community flood miti-
gation grant has hopefully been approved for the work required in the Stubb’s
garden (detailed in the previous issue of the Parish News) which will benefit
the community as a whole, it should be all systems go!

Sadly, a well-known face in our village, Michael Wilkinson, died recently after
24 years of working for us in the gardens and on the land at Home Farm.
Michael was from Shabbington. A nicer, kinder man would be hard to find and
he is greatly missed. He was a familiar sight to be seen heading up and down
the road on our Kubota tractor! Our condolences go out to his wife and family.

On a brighter note, Gill and Mike are happy to announce the safe arrival of
their first grandchild. Zach David Spencer Thomson born on the 7th October
weighing 8.4 pounds. Gemma, Alex and baby Zach are all doing well.

We are grateful to Geoff and Michael Talbot, who cut back the Prunus autum-
nalis tree which had fallen on the churchyard wall. There were extended and
vulnerable branches growing in all directions, meaning that the overall size of
the tree needed to be reduced, calling for much skill and discretion.

Rosalind reports that for those who watch or listen to the Kings College
Cambridge Christmas Eve Carol Service, it may be of interest to know the
newly commissioned modern carol this year has been composed by Rachel
Portman, sister of Rodney.

Henry reports that October 14th marks the first anniversary of the start of the
marathon Planning Inquiry on the Appeal lodged by the developers of the Golf
Course site, which continued into January this year. We are still waiting for the
inspector’s Decision, which (surely!) can’t be delayed much further.

Henry also reports that on 16th September the Environment Agency carried out
a fish survey at Waterstock Mill in which they stun the fish electronically and
then count and measure them. A total of 256 coarse fish were caught which
was slightly higher than the 232 total when the last comparable survey was
carried out in 2019. The species count was Bleak (17), Chub (30), Dace (35),




Gudgeon (55), Pike (3) and Roach (116). There was also a very good turn out
of minor species: Bullhead, Minnow, and Stoneloach. It was disappointing to
find that this time no perch or barbel were recorded. Overall, a good result,
which explains the strong presence here of otters, herons, little egrets,
kingfishers and cormorants.

The contractors working for Livvy have carried out welcome tree surgery on
the magnificent old oak in her paddock, which looks much improved and less
of a hazard to footpath users walking under it. On a similar theme, we hope
that the large dead chestnut tree close to Bow Bridge on the Waterperry side
will be attended to before it can do any damage.

Ali is excited to report that Orchard End will start to be re-thatched at the
beginning of December. This end of the village will be much improved when
finished, with 2 recently re-thatched buildings. The agricultural barn in Home
Farm farmyard next door was completely restored and rethatched last year. We
are so lucky to live in a village with such historic buildings. They take a lot of
maintaining, but it is so well worth it.

Finally, the Carol Service this year will be at 5.30pm on Sunday 21st Decem-
ber and the village bring and share supper afterwards will be held at Home
Farm as usual.

If you would like to come, please email me janet.shipperley@gmail.com or
ring/message me on 07808 403166 (we no longer have a landline), with what
you would like to bring to add to the buffet table, either savoury or sweet and
also what beverage you would like to bring.

Janet Shipperley

F.J.WILSON

Independent Family Funeral Directors
Established 1798

PROMPT PERSONAL ATTENTION, DAY OR NIGHT
HOME ARRANGEMENTS IF DESIRED
PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST
MEMORIALS SUPPLIED
GREENWAY, HADDENHAM

01844 291200
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* Full Rewires

* Extensions

» Extra Sockets & Lights

» Garden Lighting & Power

» Electrical Vehicle Charging Points
« Small Jobs Welcome

REGISTERED PART P
LANDLORDS CERTIFICATES

Contact Martin Shaw: 07860 795 605 / 01865 872681
msmelectricalo 1@gmail.com

Busy Baskets Nursery trading as:
A multltude of varieties & colours

of bedding, basket, border and
patio plants all grown on the nursery
uMl Best selection of
Winter/Spring

flowering Pansies
M B Basket & Container
l’l Planting Service
Autumn Season Sept - Nov ®* Open 6 days a week 10am - 5pm
142a Wantage Road, Wallingford, OX10 OLU.

01491 833 831 www.purelyplants.co.uk



