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Keith - please insert the new advert for  
Gorman Surfacing Ltd  

1/2 page here 
 



 October Church Services 
 

 

October 5th                        9.30 St Leonard’s Waterstock 
 
October 12th                      8.00 St Mary’s Waterperry 
    11.00 St Bartholomew’s Holton 
    5.00pm St Helen’s Albury – Harvest 
 
October 19th                      9.30 St Helen’s Albury 
                                          11.00 St Leonard’s Waterstock – Harvest 
 
October 26th      9.30 St Helen’s Albury 
    11.00 St Bartholomew’s Holton 
    6.00pm St Mary’s Waterperry 
 
November 2nd                  9.30 St Leonard’s Waterstock 
 
November 9th                 10.50 Waterstock – Remembrance Service 
    10.50 St Bartholomew’s Holton – Remembrance Service 
    5.00pm St Mary’s Waterperry - Remembrance Service 

St Leonard’s Waterstock 
      

 
Flowers and cleaning rota                             Mowing rota    
 

October 5th  S. Manisty     K. Stubbs 
October 12th  S. Manisty     B. Hassan 
October 19th  S. Getty      B. Hassan 
October 26th  S. Getty 
November 2nd  L. Stubbs 
November 9th  Remembrance Day 
November 16th  J. Davies 

St Mary’s Waterperry 

 
Flower rota 
 

October 5th  Jacks 
October 12th  Jacqui 
October 19th  Susan Fonge 
October 26th   Helen 
November 2nd  Jacqui 
November 9th  Jan 
November 16th  Helen 
 
 



 
 
 

Wheatley Dental Practice 
01865 873314 

 

We are currently accepting  
new patients at our friendly local dental 
surgery. Please phone our receptionists 

or call in for more details! 
 

Tooth whitening and facial  
aesthetic treatments available. 

 
Catherine Peers BDS                             

Claudia Conde MClinDent Lond              
Dental Surgeons 

 

Rachel Hyde, Pranvera Breshanaj                       
Dental Hygienists 

 
 

96 Church Road, Wheatley, OX33 1LZ  
wheatleydental@gmail.com 



Letter from the Vicarage 
 
Hello, 
 

In medieval books of hours the October occupation was ploughing and sowing.  This may 
seem a bit out of kilter but farmers today plough and sow their winter wheat in October and 
for the gardener now is the time to plant out garlic, onions and brassicas.  The Anglo-Saxons 
called the month  Winterfylleth, because at the full moon winter was supposed to begin. For 
the farmer and peasant of a time before mechanisation now would be best for ploughing and 
sowing spring crops before the ground got hard with frost and ice and made it impossible.  
 

Mind you that danger of frozen ground in October is receding with climate change.  No 
matter what the reason, and personally I am happy to go with the vast majority of earth and 
climate scientists who attribute the current accelerated warming of our planet to human ac-
tivity, the facts are startling.  In the 1950s, 60s and 70s cold weather records were broken 
across the globe in October on a regular basis.  Contrast that with the 2020s where the per-
centage area of the earth experiencing hot weather records has more than doubled in the last 
five years (data from Wikipedia).  
 

A simple on-line search reveals there is no question the climate globally is warming.  The 
only question which remains is what is to be done about it.  I’m a simple Vicar and not qual-
ified by education or training to offer anything more than an observation and you didn’t 
read this letter to get a lecture on climate change!  So I will say just this from a Vicar’s per-
spective.  Our world was created both for our benefit and also as our responsibility and at 
the moment we seem to be treating it like a toddler in a tantrum treats their toys.  Our legacy 
for our children and their children is in danger of being an irretrievably damaged home. 
 

OK – lecture over.  In October we are in the never-never land that is the northern hemi-
sphere autumn.  The leaves are often still clinging on although falling in swirling drifts 
when the wind  blows hard.  The last produce is picked from fruit trees and vegetable beds 
and greenhouses are cleared.  Berries are bright reds, yellows and purples and black sloes 
are picked for next years sloe gin.  We are snuggling down for winter and our bees have to 
be fed as they get into their rugby ball shaped mass in the centre of the hive, huddling to-
gether for warmth – a constant circular movement as they move from outside to in so all 
share in the warmth generated by the colony.  
 

The more I write these monthly letters the more I realise that in many ways what we call 
months are pretty arbitrarily drawn labels.  For the Ango-Saxons who named October Win-
terfylleth there were only two seasons – summer when the days were longer than the nights 
and winter when the reverse held.  That makes sense.  Surely the point is that we are made 
to make the most we can of each and everyday and, while months are handy markers of 
time and enable us to organise our year as communities our day to day lives are given to us 
to enjoy our world – both natural and man created – in all the clothes of the various seasons 
with the constant day to day, week to week, month to month change they bring.  
 

Which brings us back to our responsibilities to the extraordinary intricacy that is the earth 
we inhabit.  We can choose to tend and nurture it, or choose to exploit and destroy its 
breathtaking variety.  And I guess we start with our own communities and villages. 
 

Stay blessed,  
                                                                                David 

Rev David Bendor-Samuel  
dbendorsamuel@btinternet.com (01865 872102)  



50th Birthday  

Celebration! 
 

Holton Village Hall will be celebrating its 50
th

 birthday 
on Saturday 25

th
 October 2025 

 
Afternoon Tea at 3pm, for a sociable gathering to  
reminisce about the many years of Village Hall  

activities 
 

Display of Archive material relating to the Village Hall -
if you have any photos that you would like to share, 

please bring them along.  
 

Celebratory toast to the many Villagers, both past & 
present, who have enabled the continuing success of 

our Village Community gatherings. 
 

Bar open from 5pm  
 

Complimentary glass of Prosecco with nibbles and cake 
 

Holton Orchard Fresh Apple Juice available 
 

All welcome to come 

along! 
Charity no. 273526 



Holton Bus Shelter Bring and Take 
 

By the time you read this the September Bring and Take will most likely be a 
mere speck in the rear view mirror as we speed towards the joys of Christmas. 
But before you are dazzled by the oncoming radiance of giant, inflatable  

snowmen and app controlled, twinkly, fairy lights there are things in the offing. 
The doors of the bus shelter, metaphorically speaking as it hasn’t actually ever 
had any, never close.  
 
Members and friends of the Holton WI are already hard at work creating  

poppies to decorate the bus shelter for Remembrance Day. We are hoping that 
others in the village, young and old, might join in with this special project.  
Why not unwrap your creativity and help us to decorate the building  with some 
dazzling ‘Remembrance’ themed artwork? 
 

You could, for example: 
- Paint/draw a poppy or a poppy scene 
- Make one from tissue paper, egg cartons, cupcake foils, coffee filters or paper 
plates 

- Try finger or potato prints 
- Share a poem 
- Write/draw a thank you card to a veteran 
 
There are also free, printable, Remembrance Day cards online that you can 

download and colour in. 
 
We would love to include some of your artwork. If you are able to join in please 
drop off your creations at: The Old Post Office (opposite the bus shelter). 
 

The display will be up from half term, Monday, 27th of October until  
Wednesday, 12th November. 
Thank you, in advance, for helping us create something special for  
Remembrance Day.  
 

Do also make a note in your diary of the date for the next Bring and Take. This 
is planned for Sunday, 7th  December. Time to get busy. There will only be 
about 80 days to Christmas by the time you read this! 

Allan East,  

Holton Parish Council 

allaneast@holtonoxford-pc.gov.uk 



Holton Parish Council 
 

 

Planning Applications:  
   
P25/S2417/AG Keepers Cottage, Wheatley Road, Forest Hill, Oxford. OX33 1EP       
Construction of new Grain Store.   
 
P25/S2463/DIS.  Holton Park Cottage, Holton. OX33 1PR 
Discharge of condition 10 Landscaping Scheme (trees and shrubs only)  
 
P25/S2464/S73 Holton Park Cottage, Holton. OX33 1PR 
Removal of Conditions 6 (Close existing access) and 13 (Demolish specified buildings  
Before occupation) and variation of Condition 2 approved plans for P25/S1297/S73 
 
P25/S2496/S73 Slaymaker, Holton. Oxford. OX33 1PR 
Removal of condition 4 (Biodiversity Enhancement Plan on application P24/S3892/HH 
Retention of detached garage/workshop building and proposed alteration to the width by 
2 metres to 8 metres and repositioning of rooflights. 
       
Planning Decisions:  South Oxfordshire District Council:  
  
P25/S1297/S73  Holton Park Cottage, Holton  OX33 1PR                                               
Variation of condition 2 (Approved plans) on application P23/S3296/FUL Replacement 
dwelling, formation of new access and associated operations) -to allow for provision of a 
detached single storey garage.  As clarified by revised block plan showing location of 
electric vehicle charging point.          Granted 
 
P24/S3892/HH.  Slaymaker, Holton. OX33 1PR                                                        
Retention of detached garage/workshop building and proposed alteration to the width by 
2 metres to 8 metres and repositioning of rooflights (As amended by plans received 12 
June 2025)              Granted 
 
P24/S3828/FUL. Slaymaker, Holton OX33 1PR                                                
Retrospective application for the relocation of barn from position approved by consent 
P05/W0463.  As amended by plan received 02 February 2025.    Refused 
 
P25/S1032/FUL The Park Sports Centre, Wheatley Park School, Holton. 
Installation of photovoltaic panels on the existing flat roof.      Granted 
 
P25/S2417/AG.  Keepers Cottage, Wheatley Road, Forest Hill, Parish of Holton.  
New Grain Store.  A formal application for Planning Permission is not required. Granted 
 
 
South  and Vale New Waste Service – New Contact Numbers 
District Council Waste and Recycling Enquiries 01235 422 123 
Garden Waste Permits 01235 422 422 
Household Waste and Recycling Centres 0345 310 1111 
    



Holton & Waterperry W.I. 

 
Melanie King gave us an insightful talk on former medical remedies at our September 
meeting, choosing 1769 as her date and basing her talk on a medical manual by a Dr 
Buchan.  Bearing in mind that the average age of death was around 40, plagues, illnesses 
and accidents were common, such as burns from lit candles.  Bread and wheat poultices 
were common for wounds, boiled onions and honey might soothe a sore throat and  
leeches were used for blood letting.  The quality of water was dubious even though each 
village probably had a spring.  No successful operations or antibiotics in those days 
 

We also signed up for another walk, another craft afternoon (where we are making pop-
pies for Remembrance) and also signed up to make desserts for our 76th birthday supper 
on the 7th October - our next meeting. 
 

Members have been invited to an open day at Tackley (the Oxford Federation HQ) to  
celebrate 110 years of the WI. 
 

There will be another craft fair on the 15th November in Holton Village Hall and WI 
have been asked again to provide teas. 
 

Barbara Martin 
 

Holton Cock and Bull 
 

 

Air travel can be daunting enough, but spare a thought for those who are less than familiar 
with the business. 
 

Preparing to fly from Stockholm's Arlanda airport, an elderly woman thought she was  
following check-in instructions when she placed herself on the luggage belt instead of her 
suitcase. She was quickly swept off to the baggage handling centre, where staff members 
helped get her back on her feet. In spite of her quicker than anticipated departure she  
suffered no serious injury and caught her flight as planned. 
 

On a transatlantic flight a woman mistook the main cabin door for the toilet and had re-
moved the safety catch before being tackled by a fellow passenger. Assuming he was  
trying to jump the queue, she continued to fight her corner, wrestling with the man until 
the cabin crew managed to restrain her. 

Name and address supplied 

The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Monday 13th October 2025 starting at 
7.00 pm in Holton Village Hall Committee Room.  Agendas will be on the village notice 
boards and Holton Parish Council website. 
  

Contact details:   
Clerk to Holton Parish Council – Sonja Barter.                                                
Email: clerk@holtonoxford-pc.gov.uk  Tel:  01865 872334                                                
Copies of Holton Parish Council Meeting Agendas and Approved Minutes can be viewed 
on the Holton Parish Council website www.holtonoxford-pc.gov.uk 

mailto:clerk@holtonoxford-pc.gov.uk
http://www.holtonoxford-pc.gov.uk


Holton Village Hall 
www.holtonvillagehall.co.uk 

 
Village Hall Committee  

New Committee Members 
We are always on the lookout for new committee members to bring fresh perspectives and 
ideas forward, especially for fundraising. If you are interested, please contact us on ad-
min@holtonvillagehall.co.uk 
 
Afternoon teas 

The Afternoon teas at the Village Hall continue to be a great success. Many thanks to eve-
ryone that helps, for all their hard work. There will be afternoon teas on October 2nd, 16th 
and 30th -from 2.30pm until 4.00pm. Come along for Tea, Coffee, Cake and a chat with 
friends and neighbours. There will also be a special event on 25th starting with a tea at 

3pm.  
 
Solar Panels 

The Village Hall is planning to install Solar Panels in order to make us self-sufficient for 
electrical energy. A planning application has been submitted, so watch out for develop-

ments. 
 
50th Anniversary   

It will be fifty years in October since the Village Hall was opened. The Village Hall Com-
mittee have decided to commemorate the occasion by having a special extended tea on the 

25th October starting at 3pm.  There will be an archive display, a celebratory toast to all 
who have helped the Village Hall on its journey and a bar from 5pm for drinks, nibbles, 
cake and a complimentary glass of Prosecco or Holton apple juice. 
 
Quiz Night 

There will be a special 50th anniversary quiz night on November 14th not 7th as adver-
tised, 7pm for 7.30pm start. £10 per head including ‘Ploughman’s supper’, the bar will be 
open from 7pm Tickets in advance only - by Mon 10th November 
Book your team of up to 8 in advance – If you don’t have a team, just contact us and we 

can slot you in with another team. 
Contact; email; admin@holtonvillagehall.co.uk or phone 07836 234740 
 
Future Events 

For up to date information on all events at the Village Hall please access the website at 

www.holtonvillagehall.co.uk 
 
Booking the Village Hall 

If you would like to book the Village Hall please call 07873 857063 or please  
E-mail bookings@holtonvillagehall.co.uk 

 
Take care 

Mel Ault 
 

http://www.holtonvillagehall.co.uk


TRIVIA QUIZ  

    NIGHT 
To celebrate the 50th Birthday of  

   Holton Village Hall 
 

Fri 14th November 
7pm for 7.30pm start 

 

£10 per head including ‘Ploughmans supper’ 
 

Bar Open from 7pm 
 

Tickets in advance only -  

by Mon 10th November 
 

Book your team of up to 8 in advance – If you 

don’t have a team, just contact us and we can 

slot you in with another team. 
 

Contact; email; admin@holtonvillagehall.co.uk 

  or phone 07836 234740 

 

mailto:admin@holtonvillagehall.co.uk




Your village needs you! 
 

Holton and Waterperry WI are leading a village project to cre-
ate a Remembrance themed display at the bus shelter for Re-
membrance-tide. 
 
We are hoping people in the village will join with us in making 
poppies. These can be made by crocheting or knitting.  
 
Some free patterns can be found in the links below. You are of 
course free to use any pattern you have and there are lots more 
to be found on the internet. 
 
https://www.thewi.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/277369/
Poppy-Patterns.pdf 
 
https://storage.rblcdn.co.uk/sitefinity/docs/default-source/
fundraising/knitting-patterns-(v2).pdf?sfvrsn=718f2481_0 
 
https://storage.rblcdn.co.uk/sitefinity/docs/default-source/
fundraising/rbl-crochet-pattern.pdf?sfvrsn=dd9a748f_3/Rbl-
Crochet-Pattern.pdf 
 

We are also looking for donations of red and black wool to 
make poppies, black buttons for poppy centres (where people 
don’t want to knit/crochet these). So even if you are unable to 
make poppies you can help if you have any of these items 
you’re able to donate. 
 
For more information on how you can get involved please feel 
free to message me. 

 
Jan Marlowe – Holton and Waterperry WI 

isisjem@googlemail.com 

https://www.thewi.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/277369/Poppy-Patterns.pdf
https://www.thewi.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/277369/Poppy-Patterns.pdf
https://storage.rblcdn.co.uk/sitefinity/docs/default-source/fundraising/knitting-patterns-(v2).pdf?sfvrsn=718f2481_0
https://storage.rblcdn.co.uk/sitefinity/docs/default-source/fundraising/knitting-patterns-(v2).pdf?sfvrsn=718f2481_0
https://storage.rblcdn.co.uk/sitefinity/docs/default-source/fundraising/rbl-crochet-pattern.pdf?sfvrsn=dd9a748f_3/Rbl-Crochet-Pattern.pdf
https://storage.rblcdn.co.uk/sitefinity/docs/default-source/fundraising/rbl-crochet-pattern.pdf?sfvrsn=dd9a748f_3/Rbl-Crochet-Pattern.pdf
https://storage.rblcdn.co.uk/sitefinity/docs/default-source/fundraising/rbl-crochet-pattern.pdf?sfvrsn=dd9a748f_3/Rbl-Crochet-Pattern.pdf


Holton News 

 
The equinox is here and the warm weather has largely gone and been replaced with lots of 
rain. Yes, we need that rain as we all know but it’s still a bit of a shock when you get 
drowned in a squall whilst having a walk. It’s a lot cooler now and we have had the first 
named storm of the year as well, so autumn is here and in charge. I seem to need longer to 
adjust to new circumstances these days.  
 

On the subject of water, the serious leak by the road to Home Farm appears to have been 
properly repaired. Not so the drains which are still blocked at the Holton turn and by Slay-
maker. We shall have to get SODC out again to do something about that.  
 

One of the village landmarks recently became a large dead badger just past the old bus 
shelter. Having located the correct authority, this was removed quite efficiently by the Dis-
trict’s contractor.  I wonder if it got hit by something or was just shot and dumped, diffi-
cult to tell. 
 

The past few weeks has been quiet but there will be a lot of Village events coming soon. I 
believe that there will be a couple of adverts in the mag covering the Village Hall piece but 
in summary we have:  
• Film Night 26th September 
• Churchyard (including the new bit) tidy up 27th September 
• Village Hall 50th Anniversary 30th October 
• Quiz Night 14th November  
 

Then we move into the pre-Christmas festivities.  I look forward to seeing you all there! 
 

We must not forget that Armistice Day is very soon and a number of things are happening 
apart from the Church service. The WI are making poppies to decorate the bus shelter and 
I look forward to seeing what they achieve. 

Mel Ault 
mel_ault39@outlook.com 

 

Dr Rogers Trust  
 
The Dr Rogers Trustees will be meeting in November 2025 to consider applications from 
apprentices, trainees and students, aged 14 to 21, who are resident in the parish of Holton, 
for grants to assist in the purchase of books and equipment or towards the cost of  
educational trips or courses.  
   
A maximum of 2 grants per applicant will be considered, the first whilst at school and the 
second for undertaking further education up to the age of 21.  
  
If you would like further information, please contact: 
Carol Johnston, Trustee/Clerk, Chance Cottage, Holton 
Email: carol.johnstonfj@btinternet.com 
 
Applications must be made in writing to the above by 7th November 2025. 
 

mailto:mel_ault39@outlook.com


October Birthdays 
 

A very Happy Birthday this 
month to: 

 
Damian who will be turning 12 
Miliyana who will be turning 15 
Yvie-Mae who will be turning 15 
Amelie who will be turning 16  

   
(to have a birthday included in the magazine, please email 

Dominique  -  domisqueak@gmail.com)      

Recipe: Figit Pie  
 

8 oz  shortcrust pastry  (bought or your own) 
450 g  sausage meat  
Half a softened onion, chopped  
1 teaspoon salt and pepper 
Half a teaspoon mixed spice 
1 tablespoon salad cream 
2 tablespoons sweet chutney 
1 cooking apple, peeled, cored and chopped 
 
1. Heat oven to 180c / 160c fan / gas 4-5 
2. Press the pastry into an 8 inch flan dish 
3. Mix all ingredients together 
4. Fill the pastry case with the mixture  
5. Cook for 1 hour and 15 minutes  
 
This pie can freeze for two months  

Holton and Waterperry WI 
  



Waterperry with Thomley Parish Council 
 

 
Further to the small wildlife initiatives that were started in early summer, the 
prizes have arrived for the children that contributed ideas for how they would 
like to help wildlife in their gardens. A selection of insect hotels and bird nest-
ing pouches are being distributed over the next few days and thank you again 
for your suggestions. 
 
Meanwhile, the wildflower and pollinator-friendly trough at the beginning of 
Green Ground has looked lush and lovely, even through the hottest, driest days 
of the very hot and dry summer! Well done to Caroline who prepared a suitable 
soil base to retain water and sustain the plants and thank you to everyone that 
helped with watering the trough. We really don’t want our wildlife projects to 
fizzle out, so we’ll keep you posted about our next ideas. 
 
Updates on other items from the parish meeting: unfortunately we are deemed 
by Highways not to meet required criteria for implementing some of the pedes-
trian safety ideas that were suggested, such as a segregated pedestrian route, a 
walkway, or any kind of kerb along the Green Ground verge. On initial ap-
proach they are not prepared to fund a second VAS or SID (flashing speed 
sign) for traffic leaving in the other direction, so that would have to be funded 
by the village. So – it’s back to the drawing board for the moment, but we’ll 
continue to liaise with them.  
 
We have a few repair and tidy jobs to be done through the village, such as a 
new bin and a new football net in the Recreation ground and working out the 
best and most cost-effective way to try to repair and re-use some of the dam-
aged verge posts. If you have or see a damaged post, please let Sue or Law-
rence know about them – or line them up (tidily please!) at the end of Sue’s 
drive where there is already a small collection. When we have an idea how 
many need repair or replacement we can decide on the best way forward. 
 
One small project we do have in mind for autumn is to have a litter-picking 
morning through the village and surrounding area. We’ll be making arrange-
ments with the council to borrow hi-viz waistcoats, litter pickers and bags and 
are hoping also to offer some tasty refreshments after the hard work! This 
should be a fun and satisfying way to spend an hour or two – keep an eye on 
Facebook and emails for more details!  

 
Sue Parker (Chairman) 

 
 



Waterperry News 
 

 
Waterperry Autumn Feast 

 
Thirty Four villagers had a great time on Friday 19th to celebrate the 
turning of season. 
 
We ate splendidly thanks to the generosity of those that brought 
dishes to share. After many had seconds of the main courses of fish 
pie, chicken casserole, chilli and vegetable dishes,  room amazingly 
was found for amaretto biscoff torte, cheesecake, cupcakes, crum-
ble, brownies and a cheese board. What few leftovers we had were 
distributed around village as ‘meals without wheels’. 
 
Between courses the raffle had wonderful prizes from Bruin, The 
Gift Barn, Oak Hairdressing, Waterperry Gardens and Wheatley 
Farm Shop, Colombia Coffee and others. Thank you to them. Most 
families went home with a win. Honestly it wasn’t a fix when Rich-
ard Marshall’s name got drawn five times! We did do a redraw!!! 
 
The kids had a great time. We left the ‘camp fire’ they made and en-
joyed the prank being played on Patrick Connelly even if it meant 
we had to sweep the floor… Also who knew that After Eight mints 
had such play value? 
 
Special thanks goes to Waterperry House for accommodating us, our 
Vicar for grace, everyone who helped tidy up at the end, Lorna who 
designed the beautiful flyers and to everyone who came and made 
the evening such fun. Together we raised £445 for our church. 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                  Helen Marshall and Jacqui Connelly 
 
 
 



Waterstock News 
 

 
I think we’d all agree we’ve had a proper sunny Summer this year but it’s somewhat infur-
iating (especially for those flooded last September) that we’re still at the time of writing 
subject to a hosepipe ban, in spite of experiencing monsoon like heavy showers. 
 
Basia and Malcolm thank everyone who came to their end of summer party for making it 
such an enjoyable occasion and for their generosity in donating a grand total of £405 to the 
Abingdon based charity Against Breast Cancer.  Basia also tells us about the impending 
arrival of Bobbi (a long haired dachshund) in the village, who will join the village’s sizea-
ble dachshund gang sometime in November. Bobbi  ‘found’ them in France after what 
seemed to be a life of neglect.  She is currently undergoing veterinary treatment to restore 
her health before coming to a loving home for her happily ever after.  The world could cer-
tainly do with more happily ever after stories! 
 
Remaining with a positive theme the Church Key Rota has been a great success in keeping 
our little church open on a daily basis. A big thank you to Sini for co-ordinating every-
one’s availability to draw up the rota and to all the participants including Sini who do the 
locking and unlocking:  Carole T, Richard & Jane D, Jenny B, Angela A, Lorna, John W, 
Johnny P, Gill S, Matt, Ali B, Nick and Susie E plus all the dogs who find themselves in-
volved! There’s always room for more on the team so if you’d like to join the rota, do con-
tact Sini. 
 
Sini and Basia have both been really busy this month! Here’s Sini’s report about their Cy-
cle Ride for the Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust: 
 
At the last count and allowing for the Gift Aid the Trust will be able to claim, the total 
amount donated will be around £1,000! Basia and I are over the moon of course and so 
grateful for the generosity of our sponsors. It certainly acted as a great incentive to help 
us reach our goal of visiting 11 neighbouring churches. 
 
We started with Albury church in glorious sunshine followed by Ickford, Shabbington, 
Worminghall, Stanton St John - where we took refuge from the rain at the Talk House! 
Then Forest Hill, Holton, St Mary's Church and United Reformed Church in Wheatley, 
Waterperry and ending our 22 miles ride at our own  St.Leonard's. We would like to make 
a special mention of the warm welcome we got at St Nicolas Church, Forest Hill, where 
we were offered a much needed hot cup of tea and biscuits, and at the URC in Wheatley 
where two lovely ladies had an impressive choice of refreshments including a bottle of 
wine! 
 
An email will be sent when we know the final amount collected, half of which will go to 
our church, but in the meantime, a big thank you again for your support and encourage-
ment. 

Sini and Basia. 
 
Geoff Talbot reports that the early spring meetings with Council representatives have 
yielded no flood relief action from them, but many villagers have taken on flood mitigat-
ing measures themselves which will benefit the whole village. Keith Stubbs is in the      



process of organising a Community Flood Mitigation grant from the County Council for a 
large diameter pipe to be laid through the garden of Pippin Cottage to replace the twin 9 
inch pipes in the present ditch through which the entire drainage system of the village and 
surrounding fields must pass to exit the village through to the river. We await official con-
firmation but it looks positive that the grant will be paid via The Charity of Ambrose Ben-
nett and the work can commence. 
 
During the summer Mr. Hutton, CEO of Greenfords came to walk through the village to 
offer his opinion as to improvements he thought should be done to other sections of the 
ditch system to help alleviate future flooding. A good deal of this work has been done 
much of it by Waterstock born and bred James Bull. The village, particularly those affect-
ed by the flood, offer sincere thanks to John Wilkinson for a large and no doubt expensive 
engineering operation to repair flood damage and increase capacity. Also to Michael Tyce 
for the installation of a larger driveway culvert. Michael and Geoff Talbot have also wid-
ened the ditch through the garden of the Old Post Office and the work at Pippin Cottage 
will hopefully be underway soon. 
 
Another simple action that can be taken which would help is, please, if you have your 
hedge trimmed, be sure to make sure any resulting debris is cleared up and not allowed to 
flow into ditches and thereby blocking them with the associated risk of flooding. 
 
As always I end my newsletter with a reminder about the upcoming British Legion Poppy 
Appeal, which this year is launched on October 25th. In the following couple of weeks up 
until Remembrance Sunday on November 9th I will be making my rounds of the village 
with the poppies, in the hope that you will be as generous as in previous years -  
Waterstock has a reputation to maintain!   Many thanks in anticipation. 

 
Susie Edmondson  

 




